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The Campaign to Destroy Renee Nicole Good

After an ICE agent shot and killed the Minneapolis mother, conservative
media launched an all-out attack on her reputation. Her identity as a queer
woman was central to it.
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On January 7, ICE agent Jonathan Ross shot Good through her car windshield and
window in Minneapolis. She appeared to have four gunshot wounds, according to
The New York Times, which cited a Minneapolis Fire Department report. Hours after
the shooting, Department of Homeland Security secretary Kristi Noem accused
Good of “[weaponizing] her vehicle.” President Donald Trump claimed the 37-year-
old had “violently, willfully, and viciously ran over” the agent who Kkilled her. Vice
President JD Vance called her death “a tragedy of her own making.”

Don't just keep up. Get ahead—with our biggest stories,
handpicked for you each day.

By signing up, you agree to our user agreement (including class action waiver and arbitration provisions), and
acknowledge our privacy policy.

Bystander videos showed something different: Good trying to drive away when the
shots were fired. Minneapolis mayor Jacob Frey called the self-defense narrative
“bullshit.”

Despite the video evidence, conservative media fell in line immediately. Good was
“100 percent to blame” for her own death, according to Matt Walsh of the Daily
Wire. Megyn Kelly said it “was her own doing.” The verdict felt unanimous: She

deserved it.

But the reasons used to justify her death have gone far beyond what she did or didn’t
do with her car. Much of it has centered around Good’s identity as a queer woman.

Walsh called Good a “lesbian agitator.” Ian Miles Cheong, a right-wing commentator
with millions of followers, called her a “rug munching leftist.” On Fox News, Jesse
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Good was in a relationship with Becca Good, and the two had recently moved to
Minneapolis looking “to make a better life” for themselves, according to a statement
Becca released after her death. They left Kansas City, Missouri, for Canada following
Trump’s 2024 election victory before heading back stateside, Xtra reported.

A couple days after Good was killed, footage that appears to be from Ross' cell
phone leaked to conservative Minnesota outlet Alpha News. It shows the moments
before the shooting. Good is behind the wheel and calmly tells the person filming,
“I'm not mad at you.” Her partner, Becca, is outside the car, confronting Ross. Becca
appears to be defiant and unafraid, telling the person behind the camera, “Go get
yourself some lunch, big boy.” As Good tries to drive away, Ross fires several shots.
Then, just before Good’s car crashes, a voice is heard saying: “Fucking bitch.”

Whoever leaked that video could have edited the slur out. They didn't. And judging
by reactions from right-wing influencers, they didn't need to.

“There's a real sense of disgust with women in the way that conservative media is
talking about these kinds of protests,” says Courtney Hagle, research director at
Media Matters for America, who has tracked the right-wing response to Good's
death. “They're clearly very angry at the presence of women, and especially white
women, liberal women.” The video, as Hagle puts it, “confirmed for them that this is
not a human being that they should care about.”

Some of the commentary, including references to Becca as Good's “so-called wife”
also felt like an insidious way to delegitimize the Goods’ relationship.

Speaking to reporters aboard Air Force One, President Trump repeatedly referred to
Becca Good as Renee's “friend.” “The woman and her friend were highly
disrespectful of law enforcement,” he said. Leigh Finke, a Minnesota state legislator
and the state's first openly trans elected official, says this kind of erasure sends a
message. “All that they will portray it as is disrespectful lesbian women who are not
obeying men in power.”

https://www.wired.com/story/the-campaign-to-destroy-renee-good/ 3/14


https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2026/01/fox-host-rages-that-woman-shot-to-by-ice-put-her-pronouns-in-her-bio/
https://xtramagazine.com/power/activism/renee-nicole-goods-queerness-isnt-an-aside-its-a-key-part-of-her-story-279427
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2026/01/09/renee-goods-wife-releases-statement-about-ice-shooting
https://xtramagazine.com/power/activism/renee-nicole-goods-queerness-isnt-an-aside-its-a-key-part-of-her-story-279427
https://x.com/AlphaNews/status/2009679932289626385
https://www.westernjournal.com/renee-goods-lesbian-partner-breaks-silence-says-ice-harassment-stalking-support-neighbors/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/12/us/politics/trump-shooting-renee-good-ice.html
https://www.wired.com/v2/offers/wira01035?source=Site_0_JNY_WIR_DESKTOP_NAV_CTA_0_US_ACQ_NLI_RTC_TEST_ZZ
https://www.wired.com/

1/17/26, 2:00 PM The Campaign to Destroy Renee Good | WIRED

= MIEEE & SUBSCRIBE

my lesbian homies,” wrote one user in a widely shared post, “what IS the appeal of a

woman who looks exactly like a very small and weak man?”

The reverse engineering of a justification for Good’s death has parallels to how Black
people are treated when they are killed by authorities.

After George Floyd’s murder at the hands of police in 2020, right-wing media
circulated his criminal history and toxicology report to argue he was no martyr. After
Trayvon Martin’s death in 2012, they fixated on his hoodie and his school
suspension. With Good, gender and sexuality have replaced race, but it’s the same
takeaway: They weren’t innocent enough to mourn.

Good was white. She was Christian. She grew up in middle America. She had three
children and started having them young. She was once married to a military veteran.

On paper, her life looked like something the right might celebrate. And perhaps that
accounts for some of the rage being directed at her now.

The attacks on Good’s motherhood fit this pattern. Newsmax's Carl Higbie referred
to Good as the “worst mother of the year” and said she should have been “at home
with her kids.” A Fox News column about the shooting claimed “organized gangs of
wine moms” are using “Antifa tactics” to interfere with ICE operations. The message

has been clear: A good mother would have been home.

According to on-the-ground reporting, Good’s death is now being used to scare
others who oppose the government’s actions.

ICE agents in Minnesota have been heard saying that protesters need to “learn” from
what happened to her, according to the Intercept. On January 11, protester Patty
O'Keefe told progressive independent outlet Status Coup News a federal agent
detained her and said, “You guys need to stop obstructing us. That's why that lesbian
bitch is dead.” Another protester named Skye said they were detained and asked,
“Have you not learned? This is why we Kkilled that lesbian bitch.” A trans woman in
St. Cloud, Minnesota, told independent journalist Marisa Kabas she and her
girlfriend, who is also trans, were arrested by ICE on Monday; while detained, she
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“brought up on federal charges.”

What the public is meant to “learn” from Good’s death seems unambiguous: Get in
our way and this could happen to you.

Finke puts it simply. “This is the authoritarian value of Renee’s queer identity,” she
says. “She was the warning.”
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MAGA Is Already Rewriting the ICE Shooting in Minneapolis

The federal government’s narrative of the Minneapolis shooting conflicts wildly with video footage

of the incident shared online.

DAVID GILBERT

https://www.wired.com/story/the-campaign-to-destroy-renee-good/ 6/14


https://www.condenast.com/user-agreement
https://www.condenast.com/user-agreement#introduction-arbitration-notice
https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy
https://www.wired.com/story/maga-trump-rewriting-ice-shooting-minneapolis/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc-bkt-a_a80b6867-a05f-4dc3-a635-8d21aafbfd63_closr_fallback_text2vec1
https://www.wired.com/story/maga-trump-rewriting-ice-shooting-minneapolis/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc-bkt-a_a80b6867-a05f-4dc3-a635-8d21aafbfd63_closr_fallback_text2vec1
https://www.wired.com/story/maga-trump-rewriting-ice-shooting-minneapolis/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc-bkt-a_a80b6867-a05f-4dc3-a635-8d21aafbfd63_closr_fallback_text2vec1
https://www.wired.com/story/maga-trump-rewriting-ice-shooting-minneapolis/#intcid=_wired-article-bottom-recirc-bkt-a_a80b6867-a05f-4dc3-a635-8d21aafbfd63_closr_fallback_text2vec1
https://www.wired.com/v2/offers/wira01035?source=Site_0_JNY_WIR_DESKTOP_NAV_CTA_0_US_ACQ_NLI_RTC_TEST_ZZ
https://www.wired.com/

The Campaign to Destroy Renee Good | WIRED

1/17/26, 2:00 PM

MI EEE R SUBSCRIBE

o \Y AT
Y g SN *w

] e ——y .-
HEInumsm -

ICEL
'“\H OUTr .

In Photos: One Week Since the Shooting of Renee Nicole Good in Minneapolis

Protests across Minnesota—and around the country—are ongoing, as residents demonstrate against

their federal government.

LEAH FEIGER
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ICE Agent Who Reportedly Shot Renee Good Was a Firearms Trainer, per
Testimony

CE

Jonathan Ross told a federal court in December about his professional background, including

“hundreds” of encounters with drivers during enforcement actions, according to testimony obtained
by WIRED.

TIM MARCHMAN
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Right-Wing Influencers Have Flooded Minneapolis

Clips from creators in Minnesota have become primary evidence in attempts by the right wing to
justify ICE’s surge on American cities.

MAKENA KELLY
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Online detectives are inaccurately claiming to have identified the federal agent who shot and killed
a 37-year-old woman in Minnesota based on Al-manipulated images.

DAVID GILBERT

Why ICE Can Kill With Impunity

Over the past decade, US immigration agents have shot and killed more than two dozen people. Not

a single agent appears to have faced criminal charges.

LILA HASSAN
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Tech Workers Are Condemning ICE Even as Their CEOs Stay Quiet

The killing of George Floyd in 2020 prompted a wave of statements from tech companies and CEOs.
Today, pushback against ICE is largely coming from employees, not executives.

LAUREN GOODE
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Plus: Al reportedly caused ICE to send agents into the field without training, Palantir’s app for
targeting immigrants gets exposed, and more.

MADDY VARNER

Venezuela Is the First Big Test for the Pentagon’s Influencer Press Corps—and
It's Failing

Mainstream reporters are out at the Pentagon, and right-wing influencers are in. The results are
predictable, and oddly reminiscent of Iraq War—era warblogging.

MAKENA KELLY
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NYPD Sued Over Possible Records Collected Through Muslim Spying Program

The New York Police Department's “mosque-raking” program targeted Muslim communities across
NYC. Now, as the city's first Muslim mayor takes office, one man is fighting—again—to fully expose
it.

ALT WINSTON
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The state of Minnesota, along with the Twin Cities, have sued the US government and several

officials to halt the flood of agents carrying out an Immigration and Customs Enforcement
operation.
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